I io                             LOTH AIR.

not to attend the English inauguration, but remain in tlie
kingdom of Scotland, and take the chair and the lead
throughout the festal ceremonies. A peer of the realm,
and your Lordship's guardian, would impart something of
a national character to the proceedings, and this, with a
judicious emblazoning on some of the banners of the royal
arms of Scotland, might have a conciliatory effect. One
should always conciliate. But your Lordship on all these
p oints, and especially with reference to Lord Culloden, must
Le a much better judge than I am.'

Lothair nearly gave a groan. * I almost wish/ he thought,
* my minority would never end. I am quite satisfied with
things as they are. What is the kingdom of Scotland to
me, and all these counties ? I almost begin to feel that
satiety which she said was inseparable from vast pos-
sessions.'

A letter from Bertram reminding him that he had noi
dined at White's as he had promised, and suggesting some
new arrangement, and another from Monsignore Catesby
earnestly urging him to attend a most peculiar and solemn
function of the Church next Sunday evening, where the
Cai-dinal would officiate and preach, and in which Lady
St. Jerome and Miss Arundel were particularly interested,
did not restore his equanimity.

A dinner at White's ! He did not think lie could stand
a dinner at White's. Indeed he was not sure that he could
stand any dinner anywhere, especially in this hot weather.
There was a good deal in what she said: ' One ought to
oat alone.'

The ecclesiastical function was a graver matter. Ifc had
been long contemplated, often talked about, and on occa-
sions looked forward to by him even with a certain degree
of eagerness. He wished he had had an opportunity of
speaking with her on these matters. She was eminently
religious: that she had voluntarily avowed. And ho felt